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Many of the Gem Hunter s tales take place within the rectangular

area shown on this topographical map
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Forward

During my more than 25 years with the Afghan resis-
tance movement, I have heard a lot about the Gem Hunter,
Gary Bowersox. Gary's friendship with my people has ben-
efited Afghanistan in crucial ways. He has volunteered him-
self as goodwill ambassador by introducing intriguing aspects
of our national character to the outside world, and he has
single-handedly instituted training programs to improve min-
ing and marketing precious stones, one of our most valuable
natural resources. Especially profitable have been his intro-
duction of new mining techniques and his advice on the re-
quirements of the international gem trade. By improving busi-
ness strategies, Gary has aided the economy of Afghanistan's
mining areas and has also helped lay the groundwork for
making our gem industry an important contribution to recon-
struction.

Before coming to the United States, [ owned and edited
the Payame Mujahid, (Mujahid Message) newspaper in Af-
ghanistan. Now my government has sent me to Washington,
DC, to explain what is happening in Afghanistan in terms of
international terrorism, war, narcotics, women's rights, hu-
man rights, and foreign influences.

After attending one of Gary's Afghan Events, 1 recog-
nize how greatly Gary is helping Americans gain a balanced
understanding of the often distorted media images of my coun-
try. Through talking about his own experiences, Gary por-
trays things that give our society its own character: food, cus-
toms, and friendships. I greatly appreciate that Gary is a true
lover of Afghanistan and its people.

Engineer Mohammad Es'Haq
Director of the Afghanistan Mission to Washington, DC
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Introduction

I have written the true tales and facts in this book from my per-
sonal research and adventures in Central Asia, primarily Afghanistan.
For 30 years, I have had the privilege of walking in the footsteps of
Alexander the Great, Ollie Olufsen, Marco Polo, Jean Baptiste Tavernier,
and Captain John Woods. In the crags of the Hindu Kush and the ba-
zaars of ancient cities, [ have discovered spectacular gems and formed
fascinating relationships with gem miners, tribal peoples, government
officials, scientists, and intelligence operatives in this war-torn area.

As a restless young man I set out for excitement and precious
gems. | found both — but not without risking life and limb, enduring
close calls with rockets, bullets, bombs, and land mines; rebounding
from deceits and robberies; contracting sheepherder's disease, poison
vy, hepatitis, and food poisoning; enduring vicious assaults of poison
flies and fleas; and suffering from blisters, bruises, and missing toe-
nails.

In sharing my experiences of discovery and ancient mines, be
ready to encounter danger, intrigue, and people, good and bad. Through
my personal involvement with the leaders and politics of the region, |
provide you with firsthand insights into the complexities of what is
known to historians as The Great Game.

I have a deep respect and love for the Central Asian people. Po-
litically and historically, Central Asia, particularly Afghanistan, con-
tinues to grow in importance. So I write this book wishing to widen
ancient trails and to leave behind paths of knowledge of personal con-
tacts and understanding for merchants, scientists, politicians, and other
adventurers to follow.

Happy trails.....GWB
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